
English Progression Map: Transcription 
 

Spelling (Transcription) We expect the children at Pimperne Primary to have automaticity in these skills in order to progress to the next phase. 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters; 

Spell: 

• words containing each of the 40+ 
phonemes already taught 

• common exception words 

• the days of the week 

• name the letters of the alphabet: 

• naming the letters of the alphabet 
in order 

• using letter names to distinguish 
between alternative spellings of 
the same sound. 

Add prefixes and suffixes: 

• using the spelling rule for adding 
–s or –es as the plural marker for 
nouns and the third person 
singular marker for verbs 

• using the prefix un– 

• using –ing, –ed, –er and –est 
where no change is needed in the 
spelling of root words [for 
example, helping, helped, helper, 
eating, quicker, quickest] 

Apply simple spelling rules and 
guidance, as listed in English appendix 
1 

Write from memory simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher that include 
words using the GPCs and common 
exception words taught so far. 
 

Spell by: 

• segmenting spoken words into 
phonemes and representing these 
by graphemes, spelling many 
correctly. 

• learning new ways of spelling 
phonemes for which 1 or more 
spellings are already known, and 
learn some words with each 
spelling, including a few common 
homophones. 

• learning to spell common 
exception words. 

• learning to spell more words with 
contracted forms. 

• learning the possessive 
apostrophe (singular) [for 
example, the girl’s book] 

• distinguishing between 
homophones and near-
homophones. 

 

Add suffixes to spell longer words 
including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly. 

Apply spelling rules and guidance, as 
listed in English appendix 1. 

Write from memory simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher that include 
words using the GPCs, common 
exception words and punctuation 
taught so far 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and 
understand how to add them 
(including in Y4: Investigate ways in 
which nouns and adjectives can be 
made into verbs by the use of suffixes 
and understand how diminutives are 
formed) - see English appendix 1.  

Spell further homophones 

Spell words that are often misspelt - 
see English appendix 1. 

Place the possessive apostrophe 
accurately in words with regular 
plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and 
in words with irregular plurals [for 
example, children’s] 

Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary. 

Write from memory simple sentences, 
dictated by the teacher, that include 
words and punctuation taught so far. 

 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and 
understand the guidance for adding 
them. 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters 
[for example, knight, psalm, solemn] 

continue to distinguish between 
homophones and other words which 
are often confused. 

Identify root words, derivations and 
spelling patterns as a support for 
spelling. 

Use knowledge of morphology and 
etymology in spelling and understand 
that the spelling of some words needs 
to be learnt specifically, as listed in 
English appendix 1. 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling 
and meaning of words. 

Use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to 
check spelling, meaning or both of 
these in a dictionary. 

Use a thesaurus. 

Develop self-checking and proof-
reading strategies. 

Y6 – Be secure with all spelling rules 
previously taught. 

NC English Appendix 1 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
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Handwriting Progression (We expect the children at Pimperne Primary to have automaticity in these skills in order to progress to the next phase). 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Develop their motor skills 

so that they can use a 

range of tools competently, 

safely and confidently (PD) 

Develop the foundations of 

a handwriting style which is 

fast, accurate and efficient 

(PD) 

Write recognisable letters, 

most of which are correctly 

formed; (LIT) 

Know how to write the 

taught letters (LIT) 

 

 

 

Sit correctly at a table. 

Hold pencil correctly and 

comfortably. 

Begin to form lower-case 

letters in the correct 

direction, starting and 

finishing in the right 

place. 

Form capital letters 

Form digits 0-9 

Produce recognisable 

letters and words to 

convey meaning. 

Form lower-case letters of 

the correct size relative to 

one another. 

Start using some diagonal 

and smile strokes needed 

to join letters (as per rising 

stars rocket phonics 

program) and understand 

which letters, when 

adjacent to one another are 

best left un-joined (e.g., x) 

Write capital letters and 

digits of the correct size, 

orientation and 

relationships to one 

another and to lower-case 

letters. 

Use spacing between words 

that reflects the size of the 

letters. 

Use the diagonal and 

smile strokes needed to 

join letters (as per Rising 

Stars Rocket Phonics 

program) and understand 

which letters, when 

adjacent to one another 

are best left un-joined 

(e.g., x) 

Increase the legibility, 

consistency and quality of 

their handwriting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a joined style 

throughout their 

independent writing. 

Write with consistency in 

size and proportion of 

letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

Write fluently using 

a joined style as 

appropriate for 

independent 

writing. 

Choose which 

shape of a letter to 

use when given 

choices and 

deciding whether 

or not to join 

specific letters. 

 

Write, using a 

joined style, with 

increasing speed. 

Choose the writing 

implement that is 

best suited to the 

task. 
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Year 2 + 


