
Literacy is fundamental to all learning. Children learn language 

through speaking, listening, reading and writing. These four strands 

are fully embedded throughout all curriculum areas not just 

discretely within English lessons. 

 

 At Pimperne Primary School we recognise that communication is the key principle 

for effective learning. Teaching children the skills to communicate through spoken 

and written language empowers them to communicate creatively and imaginatively 

as well as allowing them to make sense of, and engage with, the world at large. 

English is a core subject within the National Curriculum (2014) and a prerequisite for 

educational and social progress. 

We aim to provide stimulating and inviting learning environments where writing 
models, ambitious language and the children’s imaginative and creative ideas are 

displayed and used as interactive learning tools inspiring and enhancing their 
education. Our broad creative curriculum is central to our exciting and unique topics. 

All of our projects incorporate the National Curriculum breadth of study and also 
provide opportunities to practise and consolidate taught literacy skills. 

 

PHONICS 

As a school, we know the importance of phonics as the main tool for teaching 
children to read quickly and skilfully.  

Phonics is taught on a daily basis in Foundation Stage and KS1, in a systematic 
approach and learning is visual, interactive and investigative. 

We use Letters and Sounds to ensure structured progression towards fluent reading 
and the ability to pass the Year 1 phonics screening. When children reach year 2, 
phonics lends more to the spelling patterns found in phase 6, which gets them ready 
for KS2 where the Support for Spelling book is used to move the focus towards 
accurate use and application of grammar, punctuation and spelling rules. 

We follow the planning process- Revisit and Review, Teach, Practise, Apply and 
Assess and Review.  

Children are taught how to:  

 recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; 
 identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make; 
 blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 



Children can then use this knowledge to ‘decode’ new words that they hear or see. 
This is the first important step in learning to read. 

Learning phonics helps your child to learn to read and spell. Written language can be 
compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of letters and letter combinations will 
help your child decode new words as they read. Knowing phonics will also help your 
child know which letters to use as they write new words. 

Please see our Phonics Strategy for further information. 

READING AND GUIDED READING 

Pimperne believe that reading for pleasure is crucial in producing independent and 
successful readers. 

In our school, reading is taught through individual, paired, shared and guided reading 
sessions. 

In Reception and KS1 the initial method of teaching will be through synthetic 
phonics, working on skills such as recognising tricky words by sight, blending and 
segmenting.. 

Children can select books to read at home from the library collection. In the younger 
years, these books are graded into Book Boxes. 

Children may have the opportunity to share books with other adults such as TAs and 
parent volunteers during reading sessions. Children also have the opportunity to 
share books with children from other key stages (paired reading). This usually 
involves an older, more confident reader supporting a younger child with different 
aspects of reading. 

Parents are expected to read regularly with their child at home and support the 
school’s reading ethos. 

WRITING FOR A PURPOSE  

Teachers follow a specific Planning model as shown below: 

 Immersion and familiarisation of the text genre;  
 Talk for writing- imitation and innovation;  
 Modelling the writing- invention and remodelling;  
 Referring back to the success criteria and immersion language;  
 End of unit sustained independent writing or Hot Task: 

Teachers use a wide range of writing genres through modelled, shared and whole 
class writing activities. Writing skills are further developed through guided writing 
sessions, shared writing in groups and supported writing in pairs. 

Pupils from years 1-6 have regular opportunities for independent sustained writing 
which may be cross-curricular and may be delivered in the form of a Hot Task. 



Extended writing is planned for to allow the children to develop the skills and 
strategies of writing different text types (fiction and non-fiction).  These skills are then 
expected to be transferred to children's writing in other areas of the curriculum.  

Pupils will be given opportunities to plan, revise and edit their own writing. There will 
also be lots of opportunities for peer, self and teacher assessment. Teachers assess 
using the using a range of Assessment for Learning techniques throughout the 
sessions. These assessment techniques ensure each learner makes steady 
progress whilst being challenged. 

Children will write for a variety of audiences and purposes using a range of stimuli 
e.g. role play, video clips, pictures, artefacts. 

All classrooms are well resourced for writing with a range of writing implements, 
word lists, alphabets, dictionaries, thesaurus etc.  

Each classroom from Reception - Year 6 have English working walls where the 
appropriate resources are displayed to enhance the teaching and learning, as well 
as displaying the children’s thoughts, vocabulary and ideas to empower children to 
take ownership of their learning. 

Children in Reception are immersed in a range of opportunities to write in play 
situations or child initiated activities. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

We believe language is an integral part of most learning and therefore is not just 
confined to literacy but takes place across the curriculum. 

Speaking and listening, and reading and writing are interdependent and talk is a key 
factor in the development of literacy. 

At Pimperne we recognise the need to develop the confidence of children to enable 
them to represent their experiences and ideas. Speaking and listening skills are 
taught and encouraged to enable children to formulate, clarify and express ideas, to 
use vocabulary and grammar of standard English, to adapt speech when 
communicating to a wide range of audiences and demands and to listen carefully 
and sensitively to others. 

At Pimperne speaking and listening takes part in all parts of the literacy session. In 
whole class work children will engage in discussions when working on texts. 
Opportunities will also be given for paired and group work. 

Teachers will refer to National Curriculum when planning for speaking and listening 
across the curriculum. 

Drama is relevant to many areas of the curriculum and will be used in a range of 
forms e.g. role play, hot seating, freeze frames, improvisation, puppets, as well as 
more formal productions. Visiting theatre groups and visits to theatres are also 
arranged where possible. 



Teaching should be: 

 Discursive – characterised by high quality oral work for example through the 
use of talking frames; 

 Interactive – pupils’ contributions are encouraged, expected and extended; 
 Well-paced – there is a sense of urgency , driven by the need to make 

progress and succeed; 
 Confident – teachers have a clear understanding of the objectives; 
 Ambitious – there is optimism about the high expectations of success. 

In Reception, children may have sessions of narrative therapy or language support in 
order to help their speech and language development. 

HANDWRITING 

At Pimperne we understand the importance of Handwriting as a sensori-motor 
experience, crucial for the development of functional specialization of the brain for 
letters and leads to improve letter recognition and improved reading. 

Composition length and complexity improves with handwriting automaticity so 
practitioners teach handwriting systematically throughout KS1 and KS2. Teachers 
demonstrate, model and expect the correct letter formations and joins alongside the 
age related expectations. Pupils deemed to be working above national expectations 
in KS1 and KS2 SATs are required to use cursive writing. Children are given 
functional tasks as well as those involving rote learning. 

GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING 

We follow the new National Curriculum for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. In 
KS1 and KS2 children practise their skills daily, sometimes discretely as a warm-up 
activity to their English lesson, alternatively they might spend a whole session 
learning about a particular skill in greater depth. This all depends on their age and 
ability. These important skills are taught in a fun and interactive way as well as giving 
the children lots of opportunities to apply their learnt skills in their independent 
writing.  

SPELLINGS 

Spelling skills are introduced through direct teaching, investigations, and studies of 
spelling patterns and conventions. In KS1 and KS2 children will use a range of 
strategies to develop the correct spellings, including spelling logs, word lists, 
investigations, sorting activities and so on. 

Children are assessed on their spelling knowledge on a weekly basis and are taught 
to apply the spelling rules as well as learn them by heart. 

HOMEWORK  

Regular reading is an important part of homework. 



All children are expected to use book bags to take reading books home daily and 
record their reading in their Reading Book. 

In Reception and KS1 there are books for home reading that are banded in Book 
Boxes. Each box corresponds with our assessment so pupils’ progress and 
attainment can be closely monitored. As children become more confident and 
independent readers, they will be actively encouraged to select home readers 
independently so they can develop a personal passion for their choice of 
books.  Each classroom has a collection of books appropriate to that age group and 
the varying abilities within the class. 

In addition, pupils will receive spellings to learn and an additional English homework 
which will usually be grammar based, designed to consolidate their learning from 
lessons.  

We actively encourage families to make use of community resources - such as 

libraries – to broaden their children’s experiences.  


