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Introduction 
 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) has become a growing and serious concern and is recognised as a form of child sexual 
abuse. This Policy is a recognition of this concern and our commitment to protecting and supporting the school 
community and working with partner agencies to achieve this. This Policy falls within the established Child 
Protection and Safeguarding framework that is already in place in school.  
 
The purpose of this policy is to create a considered and consistent approach to dealing with CSE at Pimperne Primary 
School. Our Aims and objectives are: 
 
• To increase awareness and understanding of CSE within the school setting  
• To raise awareness of the risk factors and warning signs of CSE  
• To provide relevant information and guidance on CSE, which is accessible to staff, parents/carers and students  
• To provide a consistent approach when dealing with CSE 
• To make available support for pupils, parents/carers and staff in the event of concerns arising in relation to CSE 
• To enable those seeking help to feel secure and supported  

 

What is Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)? 
 
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an 
imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity 
(a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of 
the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears 
consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of 
technology. (Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015) 
 
Children and young people who become involved face risks to their physical, emotional and psychological health and 
well being. Any young person could become a victim of child sexual exploitation; the crime affects both girls and 
boys, from any background and of any ethnicity. It is the organised and deliberate exploitation of a child purely for 
the sexual gratification of adults. 
 

There are three main types of CSE: 
 
Inappropriate relationships – this usually involves one perpetrator who has inappropriate power or control over a 
young person. There is often a significant age gap and the victim may believe they are in a loving relationship. 
 
‘Boyfriend’ model – the perpetrator befriends and grooms the young person into a ‘relationship’ and then convinces 
or forces them to have sex with friends or associates. This is sometimes associated with gang activity. Peer 
exploitation is where young people are forced or coerced into sexual activity by peers and associates. Sometimes 
this can be associated with gang activity, but not always. 
 
Organised sexual exploitation – young people are passed through networks, possibly over geographical distances, 
where they are forced into sexual activity with multiple men. This often occurs at ‘sex parties’ and the young people 
may be used to recruit others into the network. Some of this activity is described as serious organised crime and can 
involve the organised ‘buying and selling’ of young people by perpetrators. 
 
Key principles are:  
 
1. Sexual exploitation includes sexual, physical and emotional abuse, and, in some cases, neglect.   
2. Children and young people do not make informed choices to enter or remain in sexual exploitation, but do so 

due to coercion, enticement, manipulation or desperation.   
3. Young people under 16 cannot consent to sexual activity: sexual intercourse with children under the age of 13 is 

statutory rape. (Sexual Offences Act 2003)   
4. Sexually exploited children and young people should be treated as victims of abuse, not as offenders.   
5. Many sexually exploited young people have difficulty distinguishing between their own choices about sex and 

sexuality, and the sexual activities they are coerced into. This potential confusion should be handled with care 
and sensitivity by professionals.   



6. The primary law enforcement effort must be made against the coercers and adults who sexually exploit young 
people. In some cases young people themselves may exploit other young people, and in these cases law 
enforcement action may also be necessary.   

 
 Vulnerability factors to CSE: 
 
Children are more vulnerable to abuse through sexual exploitation if they have experience of one or more of the 
following:   
• Child sexual abuse 
• Domestic violence within the family 
• Family breakdown  
• Physical abuse and emotional deprivation 
• Bullying in or out of school  
• Family involvement in sexual exploitation  
• Parents with a high level of vulnerabilities (drug/alcohol, mental health etc) 
• Drug/alcohol, mental health or other difficulties themselves  
• Being looked after in residential care  
• Going missing frequently   

 
By virtue of regular contact with young people, school staff are well placed to notice changes in behaviour and 
physical signs which may indicate involvement in sexual exploitation. School staff should also be mindful of the risks 
posed by CSE and remain alert to the potential for this and need to respond immediately.  
 
In the event of staff identifying concerns relating to CSE, this information should be shared immediately with the 
Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy DSL. The concerns will be reviewed and appropriate action taken in line 
with the school Child Protection Policy and Procedures.   Where appropriate consultation will take place with the 
Referral and Assessment Team within Dorset. It may be necessary to complete a CSE Risk Assessment. (Appendix 1) 
 
At an individual level:- where concerns are identified or suspected (through information received or disclosed) a 
response will be fashioned in line with the Child Protection Policy. All expressions of concern will be taken seriously 
and investigated.  Staff are legally bound to share information if they feel the pupil is at risk or is suffering from 
significant harm, and therefore complete confidentiality cannot be achieved.   
 
CSE Support   A multi-agency approach will be adopted to ensure that holistic support is available – potentially 
involving partner agencies such as the Police, Children’s Social Care and School Nurse. 
 

What to look for – potential signs of CSE 
 
Even something that seems like normal teenage behaviour could be a sign that a child is being sexually exploited. 
Some of the visible signs that family members or people who know young people might identify are: 
 
1. Regularly missing from home or school and staying out all night 
2. Change in behaviour – becoming aggressive and disruptive or quiet and withdrawn. 
3. Unexplained gifts or new possessions such as clothes, jewellery, mobile phones or money that can’t be 

accounted for. 
4. Increase in mobile phone use or secretive use 
5. Appearing to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
6. Being picked up or dropped off in cars by unknown adults 
7. A significantly older ‘boyfriend’ or ‘friend’ or lots of new friends 
8. Spending excessive amount of time online and becoming increasingly secretive about time spent online 
9. Sudden involvement in criminal behaviour or increased offending 
10. Sexual health problems 
11. Members of the public and those in Service industries such as taxi drivers, hoteliers and food outlets might 

notice signs like being taken into a hotel room by one or more adults who do not seem to be family members 
12. being in a hotel room which is visited or requested by a number of additional adults 
13. going by taxi to a hotel or other venue to meet a group of adults who do not seem to be family members 
14. being out late with older adults who do not seem to be family members 
15. being bought alcoholic drinks by adults 



16. being in the company of adults who are known or suspected of being involved in adult prostitution 
17. being bought food or drinks by a much older adult whom they seem to see as a boyfriend / girlfriend 
18. indications of sexual activity with one or more adult who is significantly older than the young person 
19. indications of sexual activity involving a young person who you know or suspect to be under 16 

 
Prevention   
 
 Staff will be made aware of this policy and the importance of on-going vigilance and early intervention to prevent 
the likelihood for sexual exploitation and abuse occurring.   
 
At Pimperne Primary School we strive to support and teach students about how to make positive choices and 
informed decisions in their relationships so that they develop awareness and can protect themselves from all 
potential forms of sexual exploitation and abuse. As a school we promote healthy friendships and relationships 
through the school ethos, school policies, student-staff relationships and the PSHE and Citizenship curriculum. An 
awareness of the risk factors and signs and indicators of CSE is key for all staff as is how to access support and 
guidance.   
 
The issue of Child Sexual Exploitation will also be raised on different levels within the school and will be informed by 
support and guidance from the Local Authority and partner agencies as appropriate. 
 
Staff briefings and updates will support staff awareness throughout the year. Pimperne Primary School will commit 
to having appropriate staff complete CEOP training and attend Safeguarding training and updates in line with best 
practice. Training on CSE will ensure that appropriate knowledge and skills are available to support the school 
community.   
 
It is accepted that all children and young people may potentially be at risk of online CSE and therefore, by way or 
response, Pimperne Primary School has a robust E-Safety policy to ensure pupils are taught to recognise online risk 
and who to report any concerns to. The PSHE curriculum is broad and balanced and gives opportunity for discussion. 
Our curriculum will provide positive guidance and advice to facilitate and support healthy personal and social 
development, along with e-safety issues. 
 
How do we ensure that people are aware of this Policy?    
 

 Formal acceptance by the Governing Body (Documented) 

 This policy will be made available to staff, parents and students on the School website 

 Students will be informed about Child Sexual Exploitation in ways that are appropriate for their age mainly 
through academic teaching within PSHE 

 Pupils can speak to members of staff about their concerns throughout the school day and will be offered 
support, advice and guidance as appropriate. 

 
 
 
Reviewed March 2019 
Next review March 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                 

CSE Risk Assessment 
Child/Young person’s 
name/alias/known as 

 Date completed / period 
covered  

 

Name of person 
completing  

 Agency and contact details  

Age/Gender / 
DOB/Address 

 Has sexual exploitation 
previously been identified 
as a specific issue for this 
child?  Provide details 

 
Yes    No    

 Unknown 

Ethnicity/Religion / 
Language spoken 
(Is this their first 
language?) / Interpreter 
required 

      Disability/Special Needs: (If 
yes, please clarify further) 

      

Consent of young person to share risk assessment / family agreement / rationale for sharing of information 
without consent 

 

 

 
Other agencies involved 
(share completed risk 
assessments with 
permission) 

School  

GP  

CAMHS  

Social Care  

Barnardos  

Other  

Other  

Vulnerabilities score ½   for each tick 

1. Emotional neglect by parent/carer/family member  

2. Physical abuse by parent/carer/family member  

3. Family history of domestic abuse  

4. Family history of substance misuse  

5. Sexual abuse / Non-recent sexual abuse  

6. Family history of mental health difficulties  

7. Breakdown of family relationships  

8. Low self-esteem / poor emotional health  

9. Poor engagement in services which reduce risk (eg. RHI / engagement in activities)  

10. Self harming indicators (including, eating disorder, challenging behaviour, aggression)  

11. Isolated from peers/social networks  

12. Single Sexually Transmitted Infection  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix 1 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://bournemouthcs.org.uk/channel/index/id/24765&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=PNYqVK7HI_PB7AbnsYGYBw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNH_qPqNz_9i_8EjevnX52xac74


 

Moderate risk indicators (provide details in box A) Score 1 if present now or during past 6 months 

13. Regularly going home late or reported missing through the day or overnight.  

14. Lack of positive relationships with adult/s  

15. Multiple callers to home address / education providers by adults (record details on 
information sharing forms) 

 

16. Other children involved displaying similar behaviour   

17. Unsuitable / inappropriate accommodation / sofa surfing  

18. Child attending concerning locations / has concerning networks  

19. Exclusion/suspension from school or unexplained absences from or not engaged in 
school/college/training/work 

 

20. Young person exploring their sexual orientation in an unsupported way  

21. Disclosure of sexual/physical assault   

22. Drugs misuse / Alcohol misuse  

23. Young person finds them self at risk of sexual harm on more than one occasion  

24. Unusual or increased use of technology (phone / computer / tablet / gaming consoles / TV)  
  

 

Significant risk indicators.   Score 1 
if present 

over 6 
months  

Score 5 if 
present now or 
during past 6 

months 

25. Multiple STI’s / pregnancy / miscarriage / termination   

26. Periods of going missing overnight or longer (on at least 3 occasions)   

27. Relationship with controlling person (including older boyfriend/girlfriend)  / 
Physical abuse by that controlling person / Emotional/sexual activity with 
that controlling person 

  

28. Child having sex where there is exchange / coercion / reward involved.    

29. Clipping (accepting something eg money, make-up, gift in payment for 
performing sexual act – but running away etc and not performing sexual 
act) 

  

30. Entering/leaving vehicles driven by unknown adults    

31. Unexplained amounts of money, expensive clothing or other items   

32. Refusal to engage in ANY services (all services to be considered – not just 
CSC and Barnardos)  

 
 

 
 

Screening score  Risk Category  

Principal area of concern:    
 
 

Risk Management Framework 
Category 1 – Minimal risk of sexual exploitation  (score 0-5) 
Vulnerable child 
Category 2 - Mild risk of sexual exploitation  (score 6-10)  
Vulnerable child with one or two risk indicators present 
Category 3 – Moderate risk of sexual exploitation  (score 11-15)  
Vulnerable child with a number of risk indicators present  
Category 4 – Significant risk of sexual exploitation  (score 16+) 
Vulnerable child with multiple risk indicators present  
Situations identified as Moderate or Significant Risk should lead to a referral to Children’s Social 
Care. In these circumstances the Referrals Procedure must be followed. 
 
Where professionals have concerns that a child/young person may be being exploited they should 
take immediate action to ensure the child/young person is safeguarded.   
 



 

Box A - Please include a rationale for what you have scored *Practitioners are to be aware that the 
score achieved is a guide and should not replace professional judgement*  - also include protective 
factors identified (eg. parental protectiveness). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box B - Locations and Networks to be listed 

 
 
 
 
 

Record of child’s views and parents’ / carers’ views of risk  

 
 
 
 

Record of professional discussion on scoring and category 

 
 
 
 

Intended action: Please document any further action, treatment or monitoring arrangements – copy 
risk assessment to partner agencies with permission 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outcomes measures for use with this child 
(see LSCB guidance on grading outcome measures – link 
below) 

1  No 
risk 

2  
Low 
risk 

3  
Medium 
risk 

4  
High 
risk 

5 
Very 
high 
risk 

1. Level of risk/harm of exploitation      

2. Ability to identify abusive/exploitative behaviour      

3. Ability to recognise exploitative behaviour on the internet or 
mobile phones 

     

4. Parent/carer/adult–child relationships      

5. Understanding the child’s experience and quality of life      

6. Mental health & well-being      

7. Episodes of missing from home/care       

 
http://www.proceduresonline.com/pandorset_scb/user_controlled_lcms_area/uploaded_files/Pan%20Dorse
t%20CSE%20Outcome%20Framework%20Indicators%20V2.docx  
 

Date of next review of CSE Risk Assessment (at least 3 monthly) or give rationale of why CSE Risk 
assessment will not be reviewed again 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.proceduresonline.com/pandorset_scb/user_controlled_lcms_area/uploaded_files/Pan%20Dorset%20CSE%20Outcome%20Framework%20Indicators%20V2.docx
http://www.proceduresonline.com/pandorset_scb/user_controlled_lcms_area/uploaded_files/Pan%20Dorset%20CSE%20Outcome%20Framework%20Indicators%20V2.docx


 

The diagram below, produced as part of the National Working Group risk assessment tool provides 
a framework to explore the child or young person’s needs. You will need to work with the child or 
young person and their parents/ carer to consider factors from each of the 3 domains in your 
assessment. The bullet points are intended to act as a guide in completing assessments. 

 
 

 

 


