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         7th January 2020 

 

Dear Parents of children in Oak Class, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a fabulous Christmas.  

 

Mr Rose, Mr Gaffney and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the good wishes, cards 

and gifts that you gave us last term.  

 

As I mentioned in my previous letter, each term we will be focusing on a different topic in order to link the 

curriculum with an exciting, engaging and challenging theme. This half term’s topic is ‘Ancient Greece’ 

which the children seem very excited about. I have attached a topic web which shows more detail about our 

learning goals and how they link in with the National Curriculum. 

 

The children have been great at bringing in their reading books to school on a daily basis and I would be 

grateful if this could continue this term. I would also urge you to continue to read with your child as often as 

possible and log the pages read in their reading record books. Please note, that it’s ok for them to read you 

something other than their school reading book (a children’s magazine, comic, newspaper, brochure etc.); 

We are trying to encourage a love of reading and not create an endless chore which bores both them and you! 

We are working hard on reading comprehension this term, therefore any practice you can give your child at 

home is beneficial. Comprehension questions could include basic recall as well as drawing on your child’s 

own experiences to make opinions, deductions or predictions (giving reasons as to why they think this). 

 

Home learning will continue to be set on a weekly basis to reinforce work carried out in class. The school 

policy for home learning is 20 minutes per subject set. There may be occasions for topic work to be set 

which may take longer if research is involved. I will continue to set home learning on Fridays and ask that 

the books be handed in by Wednesday of the following week. In addition to this, we will continue to have 

our weekly spelling test on Thursday mornings.  

 

If you have any concerns or doubts about how the school teaches any areas of the curriculum, please feel free 

to ask. 

 

I am really looking forward to a fun and productive term ahead. As you’re aware we have an open-door 

policy therefore if you have any concerns please come and see me (afternoons are always best). 

Alternatively, please write in your child’s HASP book and I will respond or offer a mutually convenient time 

to meet. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sophie Tatham 
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