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Celebrate  Believe  Aspire                      

 

             8th January 2018 
 

Dear Parents of Willow Class children 
 

Happy New Year to you all – even if I am a little late.  I hope you all had a good break and now we all wait for the weather to get a 
little warmer and Spring to arrive. 
  
Although I have not been here for the start of the term, I know the children have returned fresh and excited after their Christmas 
break and there are some stimulating challenges and learning for them this term. 
 
During English lessons, the focus for shared reading and written work will vary from myths/ legends and fantasy stories to poetry 
and non-fiction. Regular reading of all genres of literature is encouraged.  In grammar lessons we will be revising previous work on 
punctuation and looking at compound words, adjectival phrases, apostrophes and the conventions of written dialogue.  Spellings 
from last term will be tested again and there is a focus on learning words with common letter strings, uncommon spelling patterns 
and how to add prefixes and suffixes 
   
The Maths lessons will continue to build on work covered in previous terms. The four rules of number will be developed and 
extended. The children have already worked hard using column addition.  I am pleased at how well the children have risen to the 
challenge of learning their times tables – this will greatly help in solving problems.   Work on measures (including time),   2-D and 
3-D shapes and data handling will also be covered. 
 
In Science the children will be looking at forces and magnets. 
 
Our topic this term is named ‘Is the Past Behind Us?’ and through this we will be covering many curriculum areas as we look into 
the past at the Celts and Romans who occupied our country after the Bronze age. This topic gives us the chance to look at 
different cultures and their beliefs in different Gods and how they used to live. There are many opportunities for art and DT too. 
May I also thank you for your amazing effort in completing the Stonehenge project.  The children thoroughly enjoyed their learning 
and I remain grateful for your support in helping them with their homelearning.  
 
Through the continued use of computing the children will use simulation programmes and will also be using PowerPoint to make a 
presentation. 
 
Could I please ask that you ensure the correct PE kit is in school for PE lessons. This includes: shorts, school PE top (available 
from the office) and trainers which are suitable for outdoor games. A tracksuit will be needed while the weather is cold. All items, 
including trainers, should be named please so that ‘lost’ clothing and shoes can be returned to the correct owner. PE lessons 
continue to be on Thursday with Mrs Bemand.  Please may I remind you that all stud earrings are required to be removed for PE 
lessons. 
 
I would like to thank all parents for your continued support in helping your child with their reading, spellings and homelearning 
during the term. Should you have concerns at any time, please do not hesitate to be in touch. 
 
 
Mrs Brannigan, Mrs Knight and Mrs Mackenzie. 
Willow Class 
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