
Pimperne Primary PTA 

Wednesday 11th September 

Attendees; Samantha Lillington (Chair), Jonathan Bowell (Minutes), Diz Farnhill (Treasurer), Amanda 

Dallison, Sam Gale, Claire Booth, Lana Parkinson, Sophie Tatham, Fiona Waller (Head), Emma Lane. 

Apologies; Rachel Brewer, Julie Loveless, Emma Bartlet, Rachel Gregory, Lizzie Gardiner. 

Finance report; No change over the summer, current balance around £11,000 

Finance requests from school; Fiona gave us an overview of current financial position of the school. 

All current contracts have been renewed, school hour’s reduction is not expected and any deficit will 

be recovered in coming years.  

A wish list from the school was provided (attached at the end of the minutes). The costs and benefits 

of the proposed running track was discussed with different quoted options coming in between £14k 

– £28k depending on the foundation and finish of the running track. It is expected that the likely cost 

is to be in the region of £17k. Fiona has sourced funding of £7k from an anonymous local business. 

The PTA have £500 from a prior fundraising event which leaves £9.5k shortfall. Although the PTA 

have this in our current funds some of it is required to be held as working capital for standard 

requests. It was estimated that we are currently up to £4k short, Diz will confirm after reviewing 

prior year expenditure. The PTA were confident that the shortfall could be made up within this 

school year and are happy to continue supporting the funding of the running track. 

Other future plans were introduced to be followed up at a later date including outdoor classroom 

and equipment. 

Sam Gale is going to investigate Bell tents through existing contacts – to be followed up at the next 

meeting. A refurbished tent has been offered to the school for £300. 

Amanda is going to investigate picnic benches– to be followed up at the next meeting.   

Annual costs including coach funding, book bags, uniforms and PE shirts and class funds are to be 

discussed and approved at the AGM. 

The PTA approved First aid sessions for all classes- £500, Theatre group- £700, The big draw art 

project - £50. 

The PTA requested that the school review current reading books to see if a funding request is 

required. The school will let us know.  

Nut policy; To ensure the safety of children with nut allergies it must be ensured that anything 

purchased by the PTA to be provided through school, including ice creams, does not have any nut 

products listed in the ingredients. If there is any concern a photograph of the packaging and 

ingredients can be provided either to the school office for approval or Sam Gale can get confirmation 

directly. An example of the packaging should be kept with any products until the last item is sold. 

There is no impact on tuck shops, although it is expected that parents will not be donating any items 

that contain nuts, it is understood that as these are donations the same level of control cannot be 

expected or imposed.  

Film Night;  It was proposed and accepted that we would like to run a film night in the first half of 

each term and a Disco in the second half of each term as both of these events are good fundraisers 



without significant outlay. The first film night will be the 11th of October and ‘The secret life of Pets 

2’ was chosen from a proposed shortlist. Tickets available in the playground from 7th October. Sam 

Lillington will arrange drinks. Emma Lane will oversee arrangements and arrange popcorn. If 

anything else is required she will come back to the PTA. 

Disco; The school are happy with the proposed Christmas Disco, date TBA. 

PTA constitution and AGM; Sam Lillington, Diz and Jonathan began work on a proposed new 

constitution over the summer. This should have little impact on the day to day running of the PTA as 

it currently stands and should ensure smooth running for years to come. The changes are just to 

update things to current standard process. The new constitution cannot be adopted without being 

approved at either an AGM or EGM and needs to be provided with the notice and agenda of the 

meeting 21 days in advance of the meeting. As such we cannot set the date of the AGM until this is 

finalised. Report will be provided at the next meeting.  

Fireworks; 8th November. Deposit paid with the same company as last year, same £1000 outlay as 

last year. School has agreed a village hall/school hall swap for the evening to allow the bridge club to 

play in the school.  Same artwork agreed as last year with up to date details. Doors open at 6, 

firework at 7 (post meeting note last year was 7:15 and it was agreed that this would be repeated). 

BBQ, hot and cold soft drinks, raffle, push the button but no VIP package or bar. Tickets available 

from Forum lettings for members of the public or the school office for parents via school money. 

Fiona to ask Mick Rayne to see if he can arrange printing as he did last year. Tickets to be made 

available for sale as soon as possible. BBQ to be run by Sam Lillington.  Final details to be arranged at 

the next meeting.  

Christmas; School Christmas meal is planned for Tue 17th December. Amanda is going to check that 

the hall is booked. The school were requested to provide the numbers including pupils and all staff.  

Christmas fair to be held 13th December with year three running their tuckshop during the fair. 

Christmas hampers to be raffled at the fair and not separated into class hampers.  Non uniform day 

with donations to provide the hamper contents, date TBA. 

Amanda and Sam Gale have agreed to take responsibility for seasonal product. There was some 

difficulty with Christmas cards last year which lead to the decision to try tea towels this year.  

Facebook page; The PTA Facebook has been replaced over the summer to make it a discussion page 

rather than a selling page to support getting PTA messages to parents. We need to get parents to 

see the page, please promote this to other parents. We request the school to include the 

information of the new page in a future letter home.  

School lottery; Amanda has been investigating www.yourschoollottery.co.uk, as a possible low 

admin fundraising option. This is run by www.parentkind.org.uk/ a recognised PTA resource. Once a 

school is registered anyone can buy tickets associated with the school. Each pound paid to the 

lottery is split 40p for the school, 36p to the prize fund and 24p to the lottery company. The PTA 

support this lottery. Amanda will provide final details and Fiona will get it approved by the 

governors. 

Next meeting is planned for 16th October for final firework details. The next after that is likely to be 

6th of November. Location proposed as the Farquharson for both, TBC, Sam Lillington to arrange. 

 

AOB; 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/
http://www.parentkind.org.uk/


Tuck shop dates; 

September 27th – Year 6 

October 25th – Year 5 

November 29th – Year 4 

December 13th – Year 3 – at Christmas Fair 

January 31st – Year 2 

February 28th – Year 1 

March 27th – Reception  

 

Meeting close at 9:36 

 

Attachment; 

Wish List 

The Running Track – around the perimeter of the field (so that a football pitch/tag rugby/sports field 

remains in the centre). A rubber based track – purpose built to withstand weather. This can be used 

every morning for the Morning Run – far better than the games court. Ultimately, we want healthy 

children. We would like to be able to promote the school facilities to eternal groups (as possible 

income or as our community work).  The field is going through more remedial works – charitable 

donations from Bryanston School and a parent/Bryanston staff member – huge thanks. School still 

has to pay for top soil £1000. The track is needed in case the field does not take root.  

During the summer holidays FW secured a donation for £7,000 for the track. This was from a local 

business.  

The quotes that have been obtained from reputable companies are as follows: (all exclude VAT) 

225 metre long track ( 1.5m wide) 

1) Caloo - £28,303 

2) Edspace  - £14,440 

3)Trulawn - £16,500 (continental) £17,800 (Multi Sport) 

4) Nomow - £23,027 (will look at reducing costs if we look again) 

5) Creative Play - £ no quote yet 

We are trying remedial work again and the field will be out of action til the end of half term.  

Outside picnic tables and benches – Break times mean down times and times we encourage 

children to rest, relax, chat and enjoy sociable behaviours. Currently there is nowhere. The tables 

could double as an outdoor classroom (as we are about to introduce half termly Outdoor Learning 

days) and even a spot for packed lunches. £ 



Outdoor classroom – Following the support of the PTA in providing the means for Forest School 

Level 3 Training – Mrs Brown will take this up during the course of the year. She will benefit from an 

external assessor’s outdoor audit and suggestions for creating an outdoor learning environment. 

This item is a luxury but I believe it would be used. A large enough watertight secure building for 

children to use as a base, gather, listen and learn and then go out and do – no matter the weather – 

wellies on! (Possible site for this to be on the land behind the overflow car park). 

We have been offered a 2nd hand bell tent for £300. This I believe is good value and it may last for 3-

5 years. IS this something the PTA would like to support? 

Outdoor Library – somewhere on the field, a glorified shed that can house bean bags and books for 

enjoyment and collaborative reading. Children would use this at break times. We would like a large 

shed! For outdoor reading time – cushions and blankets. Approx. £550-£1000 +vat 

Outdoor gym equipment  

Polytunnels and raised beds outside Year 1 class and in Orchard 

Break time Zones – Equipment needed for all ages.  Cup and Balls/Throwing Target 

games/waterproof backed picnic rugs/outdoor cushions / trowels / magnifying glasses £500 

First Aid session for all classes - £500  

Theatre Group – Panto (18 Nov) Dick Whittington £700   /  Production – 17 June The Jungle Book 

£700 

Subsidising Coaches & Transport – for educational visits across the school. Last year the school 

spent approx. £2400 

(Y3,2,5, choir, 6,4,5,6,2,3,1) 

Book bags for Reception /New children £240/ Ties for Year 5&6 £200 / PE T shirts for all new 

children £250 

Art – The Big Draw – Extending to school community - £50 for application. Looking for an exhibition 

site  

 


