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Please keep an eye on our 

school website for updates 

Our intention is to ensure that you 
have all future newsletters emailed 
directly to you.  In addition, this 
will include class information and 
dates.  You will be informed when 
an email is sent and this will help 
us to cut the costs in                           
administration.  The school website 
will be a hub of up-to-date            
information for reference and we 
hope that events will be displayed 
on our calendar page, enabling you 
to check the activities on the      
horizon. 

What a year! Thank you to all our children and to their parents and extended families for 

your support . Also to the Governors for their time and contribution and finally to the 

staff, an incredible team of people of whom I am so proud. Thank you. 

Recently, a superb Sports Day showed our children at their best. Teamwork, leadership, 

care for each other and great spirit. Our thanks to all , especially our PTA, for making this 

such a pleasurable event which we hope to continue and build on next year and in years 

to come. May the spirit of friendship and fun continue to develop in all the networks of 

relationships throughout Pimperne Primary. 

One of the most memorable whole school projects has been the fantastic arts week this 

year. This was organised by Mrs Mathlin, our Visual and Preforming Arts lead, supported 

by Miss Tatham,  (avid fan of all things crafty!) The week was non-stop, but the high levels 

of energy and laughter that went into the creativity of the week were astonishing. Our 

theme was ‘Recycle and Re-Use’ and with sponsorship from a wide range of organisations 

and incredible support from individuals the week was a huge success. Adorning our 

outside wall, as you enter the school, now hangs an abstract mural reflecting the 

changing landscape, the brightness and vibrancy and the tranquillity of the moments of 

reflection that lie deep within the heart of everyday life at our school.  Furthermore, it is 

all made out of bottle tops!  

The school’s ambition this year was to promote music and arts, with Mrs Mathlin at the 

helm: I believe we have done this. Next year, we aim to expand this more to the 

foundation subjects. We do not believe an education is all maths and English. Yes, these 

are important skills in life and yes, values and attitudes are vital for future success but we 

want these to be infused into an inspiring and enjoyable curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be sad to see our Year 6 class leave us, but proud and excited for them as they 

look forward to the opportunities ahead of them in secondary school. Simultaneously, we 

welcome our newest members and their families to our school. (Many of these have 

visited us for transition mornings).   Our Reception staff have been out and about visiting 

the local nurseries and pre-schools to see this future cohort in action. 

We very much look forward to the future, the coming of a new academic year, the 

changing of staff with their comings and goings. One mention goes to Mrs Brannigan, who 

has committed nearly 20 years to our school and now begins her retirement. Mrs 

Brannigan has much to keep her busy; we wish her well and thank her for her service to 

our children and to the school. 

For now, on behalf of the school, I wish you a very happy Summer and look forward to 

sharing our news and updates with you in the Autumn Term.  

F.Waller (Headteacher) 

 

Pimperne School Prayer 
(Written by Year 6 leavers 2014) 

This is our school 

Let it be full of learning and laughter 

Let the classrooms be filled with encouragement and joy 

Let us be safe, surrounded by our friends 

May God be with us, and shine upon us with love 

And let us remember to respect each other 

As many hearts make a family 

So many hearts make a school 

And many hearts make Pimperne 

Amen 
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School performance 2017/18 

We are thrilled with the success and achievements of our children this year.  Our thanks go to the Governors, Staff, 

Parents and Children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Attendance Data 

 

 

Information regarding Academic Year 2018-2019 

Term Dates 

The children start back at school for the Autumn Term on Wednesday 5th September. The new  Reception children benefit 

from a staggered entry and have been advised accordingly.  

The term dates for the year can be found on the school website and at the end of this newsletter. 

Times for the School Day 

September will see a slight change to the routine of the day. Our gates will open for all children at 8.30am as usual.  And 

then….. 

Reception and Key Stage 1 children  will be asked on arrival to go straight into class. The teaching staff will already be in 

class and will be monitoring the early morning learning.  We ask any messages for staff to be written into HASP books and 

placed in the boxes provided by the door of each class. Our focus is on settling children in the morning, alternatively, 

messages may be left at the School Office. To safeguard our children, please can we ask parents to enter the school office 

by the main front doors, rather than cut through the school. 

Key Stage 2 children will be offered the daily choice of a morning ten minute jog or to go straight into class to begin early 

morning learning. Class Teachers will be in class and the jog route will be monitored by staff.  

Parents are respectfully asked to leave swiftly so that the gates may be locked at 8.40am, when all children will in class. 

Children entering school after this time will need to come via the main school office. 

Attendance 

Children who are not in school by 8.50am will be marked as ‘Late’ in the register.  Absences without explanation will be 

unauthorised. As you will be aware the school was asked to improve its attendance following the last Ofsted inspection. 

This we are doing but it needs maintaining. Up until the second half of the summer term, this year, the school attendance 

data was just above national, which was great, however, it has now dropped to below national.  

Please be aware that although illness is unavoidable, the attendance officer is picking up on patterns and will request 

meetings with families who are showing patterns of illness (or increase illness).  This is likely to result in a request 

intervention by the School Health Team.  

Please may I continue to urge you to be honest about reasons for absence.  It is much appreciated and the thought of 

children being told not to share information about days off concerns me.  The guidance from Local Authority gives the 

school the right to change the authorisation of absence, if there is reasonable doubt as to the nature of absence.  

  SCHOOL 2017/18 NATIONAL 2017 

EYFS GLD 79% 71% 

YEAR 1 PHONICS 90% 81% 

SUBJECTS R W M R W M 

KS1 SATs 85% 70% 74% 74% 70% 75% 

KS2 SATs  100%  97%  93%  75%

(2018) 

 78% 

(2018) 

 76% 

(2018) 

National % Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

96.7%  94.94% 96.98%  97.09%  96.75%  97.45%  95.21%  97.89% 



 

 

Permissions and Agreements 

The new school year, will see the usual paperwork being sent out to families, gaining permissions for a wide variety of 

typical school related activities.  It remains the responsibility of parents to keep all information up to date.  In the next 

academic year we are condensing the format of our permissions forms and therefore these will come out to you to read, 

digest and complete early in September. After completion they will need to be returned to the school as soon as possible 

please in the Autumn Term. 

School Money 

A reminder that we need your correct mobile telephone number and email address for you to be able to log on to School 

Money. 

Extra Curriculum Clubs – Autumn Term 

In order to help you plan ahead, details for our extra-curricular clubs are as follows: 

    

 

There will be a £5 nominal charge for each place within each club unless the club is being run by an external  

company* , where payment is made directly to the provider. 

A form will come out early in the first week of the Autumn Term for the booking of these clubs, however, these will not 

start until the week beginning Monday 10th September (for external providers e.g. Champions, Step Into Sport and Mad 

Science) and staff run/volunteer  clubs will begin on the week beginning 17th September. Further Clubs may well appear in 

September, when staff and volunteers have been approached.  

 

Wrap Around Provision – Breakfast Club & The Orchard After School Club  - CHANGES - Please read 

Our provision for before and after school remains available to our children from 3pm until 6pm each day of the week. 

However, we have had to make some changes for the forthcoming year.  

The club will have a maximum of 30 spaces for children for each session. The staffing will reflect this and therefore last 

minute bookings or those NOT made via the on-line booking system will incur a further manual administration charge of 

£2.50 (for each session) and/or may not be successful if the club is fully booked. If you do not have access to the internet 

please speak to the School Office.  In order to guarantee a place for your child, please book and pay in advance using the 

online system. We do not wish to turn people away, as refusal often offends, but we are now limited to numbers .  Places 

will be allocated at the time of each weekly closing (Friday morning) on our School Money booking system.  We 

understand that emergencies happen and if there is space available, we will happily add children onto the register, 

however, as this is done manually and then a payment request has to be set up - an administration charge of £2.50 will be 

made in addition to the cost of the provision.  We have maintained the cost of our provision, despite rising costs and 

inflation. It remains very good value and in line with local providers. It is a provision that we are proud of and the staff 

involved in the running of it are committed and dedicated to the children’s welfare and enjoyment.   

  Lunch Time 3-4pm 3-4.15pm 

Monday 
  

Choir              - *Champions – Football 

Tuesday KS2 Games KS1 Running Club 
KS2 Running Club 
*Mad Science 
Club 

  

Wednesday KS2 Games Netball 
  
  

*Step Into Sport (Y1-4) 

Thursday    Tag Rugby 
 Knitting Club 
  

  

Friday   Church Craft Club 
(Y6/5) 
  

  



 

 

The Lost Words  

The school wishes to thank the efforts of Robert MacFarlane and Jackie Morris for their efforts in preserving words! The 

Oxford Junior dictionary recently removed some words that it felt were outdated or no longer appropriate  e.g. otter, 

newt, acorn! Crowd Funding has enabled a beautiful book, that has been compiled and published, to be distributed to all 

Dorset Schools. Our Dorset Reading Partner colleague, Mr Tim Harman, presented the book to myself, this week. I will be 

sharing it with the children in September as it truly is a beautiful book – home to many words children (I hope) know and 

cherish.  

 

School Website 

Please have a look at the community links tab on our website for holiday activities or visit the Blandford Children’s Centre 

for information about events in and around the local area. Our school calendar will be populated with many events during 

the holidays, so if you want a heads up, please have a quick scan! Information will come out in the Autumn Term. As  

always, we are making some changes and hopefully improvements – holding the children at the centre of all that we do.  

 

Information for September’s Year 1 and 2 Parents 

To the Parents / Carers  of Year 1 

As you know Mrs Hayward has been covering for Mrs Ings during her maternity period.  Mrs Mathlin and Mrs  

Hayward have made an extremely good team and we are pleased to say that Mrs Hayward will continue to cover for Mrs 

Ings as she completes her maternity period. Mrs Ings remains in constant touch with the school and the  

progress of the children. When we have any further updates, we will let you know. For now, rest assured that we will  

continue to keep the children’s interests at the centre of all that we do.  

 

To the Parents / Carers of Year 2 

As you may well be aware, Miss Roe is expecting a baby.  As with all maternity leave, the decision to employ cover has to 

be in line with employment law and following the advice of Human Resources . Therefore we are unable to employ cover 

at this stage (which is deemed too early).  It does not, however, stop us from planning and as our motive is  

purely to ensure the best for our children; the search for Miss Roe’s replacement has been well underway for some time. 

As you can appreciate babies come along as and when they choose and certainly don’t take into account my timetabling! 

We continue to wish Miss Roe good health in her pregnancy and we look forward to seeing her ‘blooming’ further in    

September . Miss Roe is second to none in her organisation and a handover period will be in place as soon as we are able 

to ensure consistency and continuation of well-planned and effective learning systems.  

 

 

The Orchard After School Club - IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Due to whole school mandatory staff training needs, there will be NO after school club provision on Thursday 27th 

September 2018.  We apologise for the inconvenience. 

Neil Evans - Drum lessons 

Neil has 3 spots  available for drum lessons in September 2018.  Lessons will be held on 

Wednesdays.  If your child is interested in having lessons, please contact the school office or Neil 

directly on neil.b.evans@gmail.com 

Lorna Leese - Piano lessons   

Lorna has vacancies for piano lessons next term.  These will start on Monday 10th September and 

will take place on Monday and Tuesday afternoons.  If your child is interested, please contact the 

school office. 



 

 

Sports Day Fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Gardening Club 

The Gardening  Club have had a wonderful start this half term.   

Mrs Wilkins has relayed how the children have  worked together with such  

enthusiasm and perseverance .  They have grown beans, potatoes and many other 

seeds, clearing areas and constructing a magnificent bug hotel! 

House Points 

As we break up our House Points are as follows:   

 

A new cup ‘The Brannigan Cup’ has been initiated this year to be award to the House with the most points at the end 

of the year. The cup also celebrates the efforts and service of Mrs Brannigan and all that she has given to our school.  

Congratulations to Sherwood! 

 

 

 

 

LONGMORE SAGANO REDWOOD SHERWOOD 

102 101  95 112 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the huge number of parent helpers and volunteers that have helped run extra curricular clubs and 

assisted with daily classroom/office support this year.  The pupils benefit a great deal from these volunteers; our 

Governors and staff are extremely grateful for your time and expertise.  Thank you so much!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
PTA Fundraising 
 
    A massive thank you to everyone for all your support this year.  The money we have raised           
throughout the year will go directly to enhancing our children’s education at Pimperne School. 
 
 

Sports Day 
A huge thank you from the PTA to everyone who supported the school Sports Day and made it such a wonderful day. 

The amount raised was £2601.65 which is amazing!   

Save the Date 

9th November - PTA Firework Night at Pimperne Primary.  Tickets will be on sale early in 

the Autumn Term.  Watch out for more information.   

 

Next PTA meeting 

7.30pm on Wednesday 12th September at the Farquharson Arms. 

Ofsted Parent View Survey 

We would appreciate at the end of another academic year, your thoughts and opinions and ask that you complete the 

Ofsted Parent View Survey online using the link below.  It simply requires you to log on as a one off user. 

This would be much appreciated by the school. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/link-to-us 

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/link-to-us

