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Pimperne School Prayer
(Written by Year 6 leavers 2014)
This is our school
Let it be full of learning and laughter
Let the classrooms be filled with encouragement and joy
Let us be safe, surrounded by our friends
May God be with us, and shine upon us with love
And let us remember to respect each other
As many hearts make a family
So many hearts make a school
And many hearts make Pimperne
Amen

Our focus this Week:

“Creation”
After School Club have used
this as a stimulus for an
artistic response which is on
display in the hall.

Captain O
A Pirate with a Heart of Gold

School News
Penalty Notice Protocol
You will probably have seen the news regarding Mr Platt from the Isle of Wight and the High Court decision
upholding the decision made by the local magistrates not to find him guilty of failing to ensure his child was
receiving regular education. In addition you may have seen the local press reports on Dorset’s response to
this decision.
If a parent takes a child out of school, usually for a holiday, without the Headteacher’s permission, this will
be marked as an unauthorised absence. Since September 2013 local authorities have been able to issue
penalty notices for the periods of absence. If a parent refuses to pay the penalty notice (£60 per parent per
child if paid within 21 days, £120 if paid between 21 and 28 days) the local authority can seek to prosecute
the parent (s). The parent (s) are prosecuted , not for failing to pay the penalty notice, but for failing to ensure their child is in receipt of regular education. In Mr Platt’s case his daughter’s attendance was over
90% which the High Court deemed to be ‘regular’.
As a result of this decision and pending further decisions/guidance from the DfE, Dorset has decided that
we will not be issuing penalty notices for holidays in term time where the child has otherwise good
attendance.
National attendance is 96.6% currently. The school must take steps to ensure we are in line with
this as this is ‘good attendance’.
Our School is Governed by the Local Authority Guidance around Absence and Non-Attendance or
Unpunctuality and through the Children’s Services Penalty Notice Protocol states…
Unauthorised Leave in Term Time
In accordance with The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 as amended a Penalty
Notice can be issued in exceptional circumstances, for example where a parent takes a child on holiday
during term time without the school authorising the absence. In such circumstances, although a minimum of
10 half day sessions of unauthorised absence will still apply before a Penalty Notice may be issued, the
authorised person may issue a Penalty Notice without first issuing a formal warning to the parent as would
otherwise be required. However s/he should still be satisfied that the parent was informed beforehand that,
in some exceptional circumstances e.g. term time holiday, unauthorised absence could lead to a Penalty
Notice being issued without further warning.
2.

Rationale for Issuing Penalty Notices:

Regular and punctual attendance at school is both a legal requirement and essential for pupils to maximise
their educational opportunities.
3.

Circumstances where a Penalty Notice may be used:

Penalty Notices can only be issued in cases where a pupil of compulsory school age has been absent and
the absence has not been authorised by the school or where the pupil has persistently arrived late after the
register has closed.
The level of absence that is necessary before a Penalty Notice can be issued is 10 or more half days of unauthorised absence within a 12 school week period.
Unauthorised Leave in Term Time
In accordance with The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 as amended a Penalty
Notice can be issued in exceptional circumstances, for example where a parent takes a child on holiday
during term time without the school authorising the absence. In such circumstances, although a minimum of
10 half day sessions of unauthorised absence will still apply before a Penalty Notice may be issued, the authorised person may issue a Penalty Notice without first issuing a formal warning to the parent as would
otherwise be required.
A copy of the ‘Penalty Notice Protocol’ is available on the school website or (with notice) a paper copy may
be sent home.
Attendance Manager - Learning and Inclusion
Dorset

School News
Smoothie and Biscuit morning to support Macmillan’s Biggest Coffee Morning
We are very grateful to both Food Links and Tesco, Blandford for supporting us to raise money for the Macmillan
Charity.
So many children took part to enjoy a Smoothie and biscuits and help raise nearly £200. Well done and a Big THANK
YOU to all of you for donating.

Grit Bins
We are in the process of asking Dorset County Council for Grit Bins ready for the colder weather but if anyone knows
of an alternative cheaper source we would be very grateful .
Desperately seeking…… knitting needles
Please could all children that have been to knitting club (historically) and borrowed needles – please return them!
We are in need of needles! Thank you.

Hair
Please could we ask that children with long hair tie it back or have it in plaits or bunches during the school day. This is
mainly for their own safety but also to reduce the possibility of little hair friends swinging across to others! We do ask
that long hair is always tied back for PE.

Tree of Recognition
We are so proud of these children, who have been recognised and celebrated for displaying one of our school values this week.
Values
Perseverance

1

2

Isaac
Oscar W

3

4

Thomas G Alex G
Vinny S
Thomas C
Amelie P
Ava O

Courage

Corben B

Max H

Belle F

Aoife O
Lily C
Olivia V

Isabel H

Justice
Respect

Halle D

Forgiveness

Eden H

Selflessness

6

Seb B
Joshua H
Rowan M

Compassion

Trust

5

Mya D

Charlie G

Ben S

Joshua F
Sophie T

PTA
Autumn Market-Sunday 16th October
PTA Plea! If you have any unwanted gifts that you are happy to donate to the Tombola at the
Autumn Market, please send them in to school. Thank you.
Are there any face painters out there to assist at a popular stall at the Autumn Market on Sunday 16th October from 10.30am-2.00pm. Please contact the school office or Rachael Brewer
(Y3/6 parent).

PTA NEWS – GIFT IDEAS
Children in all classes have been drawing their self-portrait to adorn a cotton bag. This will be
available for sale in the near future, please catch the class PTA representative or Mrs Gregory
(Year 3 Parent) for further details.

Riverford Veg Fund
Dear parent
I’m writing about a new, easy way to raise funds for the school and encourage children to eat healthily
at the same time.
Riverford, the organic veg box company, will make a donation to the school for every parent who becomes a customer, on their 3rd delivery. Veg boxes are a great way to encourage children to try new
things and get them interested in where their food comes from. The veg changes with the seasons and
comes with weekly recipe inspiration. From £10.35 with free home delivery.
To find out more or place an order
Visit www.riverford.co.uk/vegfund or call Riverford on 01803 227227
Set up a regular account
Add our ID code SCH1175 into the Notes box when you check out (this will make sure we get the
donation)

You can find out more at www.riverford.co.uk/vegfund. Thank you for your support.

Recommended!
If you find yourself in Poole, this was thought to be an amazing opportunity for children (and adults alike) to
see drawings by the masters themselves.

Community News

