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for Pimperne Primary in the Search bar 
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Mr. N. Roberts 

 

Please keep an eye on our 

school website for updates 

Our intention is to ensure that you 
have all future newsletters emailed 
directly to you.  In addition, this 
will include class information and 
dates.  You will be informed when 
an email is sent and this will help 
us to cut the costs in                           
administration.  The school website 
will be a hub of up-to-date            
information for reference and we 
hope that events will be displayed 
on our calendar page, enabling you 
to check the activities on the      
horizon. 

 
 
 
It seems only right to mention that having barely settled into the new academic year, 
visitors from Ofsted arrived at the door! We took a great deal of pride in sharing with 
them our wonderful children (and their learning) and ensuring they met the team of 
dedicated and committed staff and governors throughout the day.  The letter we received 
after their visit can be found on our school website www.pimperne.dorset.sch.uk . We 
are very pleased to say that the overwhelmingly positive comments that contribute to the 
judgement that our school is recognised as a ‘good’ school, do justice to the work of such 
a fantastic team.  
 
As we reach the end of the calendar year, we can look proudly back on the achievements 
of our pupils. We have seen academic excellence, musical brilliance, sporting expertise. 
But, more important than any of these, on a daily basis, we see our pupils upholding our 
school values (based on our Christian beliefs and the British Values) of perseverance, 
courage, compassion, justice, respect, forgiveness, trust and selflessness. Those who are 
able to live their lives by these values are destined to have a fruitful life. 
 
May I encourage you to have a look at the Primary School Performance Tables 2018 (put 
this in as an internet search and you will be led to the Government site). These will show 
you how well we are doing as a school. The Key Stage 2 results are measured in a number 
of different ways and, this year, whichever way you choose to look at them, we are in the 
very top few schools in the county. The Governors and I are very proud of the hard work 
and dedication out staff show towards the pupils. These results are an indication of just 
how well we are performing and how much impact our initiatives, coupled with the hard 
work of our staff, have had over the past two years or so.     
 
Once again, another year passes where we, as a school, are indebted to our wider school 
community of parents, volunteers, helpers and those press-ganged into assisting. Our PTA 
do a quite brilliant job, raising an amazing amount of money for trips, facilities and 
experiences we otherwise would not be able to afford. In addition, we also owe a great 
deal of gratitude to our host of friends who volunteer to hear readers, do clerical work, 
run clubs, assist with transport and an array of other tasks that ultimately make life more 
special for our pupils. I can’t thank you all enough; your selfless dedication makes such a 
difference to our pupils.       
   
Many congratulations to Miss Lisa Roe and her partner Adam, who have recently 
welcomed their daughter Rosie into the world. It is a very exciting time for Lisa and Adam 
and we hope they have a fantastic first Christmas together.  
  
Sadly, we have to say fond farewell to Ms Hannah Stroud and Mrs Amy Petersen who are 
leaving their posts working with our wrap around care. Both Hannah and Amy are loved 
by the Breakfast and After School Club pupils; they will leave a big hole. Naturally, they 
will be replaced meaning that our wrap around care provision will continue to meet the 
needs of our pupils and parents. We wish Hannah and Amy the best of luck in their future 
endeavours.  
 
As we now get ready for the festive celebrations, we leave with another note of joy.  Our 
immense congratulations go out to Mrs Annie Sylvan and her husband, Chris, as they are 
newly expecting their first bundle of joy, in the summer of 2019.  Mrs Sylvan will remain 
as class teacher, in Year 3, ably supported by her team.  As time progresses, we will of 
course be looking for a suitable candidate to join that team and take on the class 
responsibilities. 
  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.  
 
Fi Waller 
Headteacher   

 

Pimperne School Prayer 
(Written by Year 6 leavers 2014) 

This is our school 

Let it be full of learning and laughter 

Let the classrooms be filled with encouragement and joy 

Let us be safe, surrounded by our friends 

May God be with us, and shine upon us with love 

And let us remember to respect each other 

As many hearts make a family 

So many hearts make a school 

And many hearts make Pimperne 

Amen 
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School Life 

Who said that primary school life is just about maths and English nowadays. This term, the variety of activities that our pupils 
have taken part in has been flabbergasting. Our pupils have experienced a circus skills workshop, had road safety training, been 
coached at fencing, seen a pantomime and had yoga lessons. In addition, Year 4 has been invaded by a Viking, Year Reception and Year 
1 have been out experiencing our local area, Year 2 have been to Safewise, Year 3 have been to a New Barn Farm and Year 5 stayed at 
Leeson House. Also, we have had an author visit, a coffee morning, sports fixtures, ‘Open the Book’ assemblies, Bikeability courses and 
many, many more activities designed to give our pupils a more enriched education. How have we fitted it all in?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 
 

Many thanks to our School Council who planned and arranged our Christmas Jumper Day, on Friday 14th December. A considerable 

amount of money was raised for Save the Children. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
  

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Ruby G 
Sam JG 

Frankie B 
Kyran P 

Belle A 
Henry F 

Fern W 
Freddie B 

Scarlett C 
Jake R 

Daisy P 
Jack P 

 

     PTA     

On behalf of the school, we would like to thank the PTA for all their hard work with the 
xmas cards, fireworks night, the lantern parade workshop, the beautiful hamper raffles 

and children’s Christmas dinner day.  The work they do enriches every Pimperne Primary 
child’s life in many ways. Our thanks. 

 
If you can afford any amount of time, please volunteer your services to assist this dedicated group. They work tirelessly to support 
our school and are really keen to get new active members. The Association are always keen to take on new ideas, so please do 
come along and give your suggestions and views. 
 
Christmas Lunch  
Tuesday 18th December saw the whole school (yes everyone who was there on the day) decant to the village hall. Many thanks to 
our parents who set up the hall, served the food and cleaned up after. The pupils and staff are extremely grateful to those who 
gave up their time to help at the event.    
 
Raffles 
Many thanks for all of your donations for the raffle. The class prizes were superb; again an impressive sum was raised for the PTA.  
 
Fireworks 
The first ever Pimperne Primary School Fireworks Extravaganza was held on Friday 30th November. The event was a fantastic 
success, well supported by our school families and our wider community, raising well over £2000. The PTA have already pencilled in 
a date for next year!  
 
Blandford Yuletide Festival 
 
Pimperne Primary School led the Blandford School's procession through town on 

Wednesday 12th December. We had a fantastic turn out with the children doing us 

proud. Thanks to Mrs Rachael Brewer who helped the pupils make their lanterns. 

 

 

 

 

Medical and Dental Appointments 
 
We have been advised by the Dorset County Council Attendance Officer that we should be asking to see proof  of any medical or 
dental appointments during school time. As such, we will be adopting this procedure with immediate effect. If we do not see proof, 
we are obliged to put the absence down as 'unauthorised'. 

House Points 
As we break up our House Points are as follows:    

Longmore - 31 
Sagano - 31 

Redwood - 33 
Sherwood - 35 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

KS1 PRODUCTION 

On Tuesday 18th December, our KS1 pupils raised the roof of the School Hall with two 

outstanding performances of their Christmas production. We were very proud of our 

pupils who were so confident and clearly spoken up on stage. Many thanks to the KS1 

staff who made this event possible.   

 

RECEPTION NATIVITY SERVICE 

St Peter’s Church was packed for our first 

Reception Nativity Play on Friday 14th December. The pupils re-enacted the Christmas 

story and sang their hearts out. Many thanks to Reverend Belinda for narrating and 

hosting, our wonderful Year 6 pupils for chaperoning our Reception children and the 

Reception Staff for their hard work in putting the event together.   

 

 

 

TESCO CAROL SERVICE 

We are very proud of our School Choir who have had a few ‘gigs’ in the local community over 

the past week or so. They sang at a St Peter’s Church Lunch on Wednesday 12th December and 

at Tesco, Blandford on Monday 17th December. Both events were resounding successes. Many 

thanks to Mrs Annie Mathlin who continues to dedicate her time (often on her days off) in 

support of the choir.   

Drop in Sessions - Gill Gatehouse and Sandie Brown 

 

2019  drop in sessions - please contact the office to reserve a 

time slot. 

 

Thursday 24th January 

Monday 25th February 

Monday 18th March 

Monday 29th April 

Meal Ordering - Local Food Links  

 

A plea from lunch time staff. 
When ordering meals for the term ahead – especially KS1 – please 
involve your child in the discussion as their are options such as 
jacket potato or vegetarian, that they may prefer.  We find that 
when a child is not involved they are less likely to eat what has 
been ordered.   
Menus can be found online or the school office do have some 
spare.  
 
https://www.myschoolmeals.co.uk/Account/LogOn 

Monday 17th June 

Tuesday 16th July 

Well done to Pimperne School for their success in the latest Dorset Sumdog Competition. 
Overall, Year 6 came first and won 30 free 6 month subscriptions for school. Y5 came third and they won 30 

free 3 month subscriptions. Well done! 
Thank you to all the children who took part and answered their 1,000 questions – what a lot of maths 

learning in one week! 
  

In particular, special congratulations need to go to the following children… 
Second place – George P Y6 

Third place – Isabelle Y3 
Fifth place – Lucy Y3 
Sixth place – Ben Y6 

Eighth place – Marleigh Y5 
Ninth place – Harry Y3 

Tenth place – Freddie Y6 

https://www.myschoolmeals.co.uk/Account/LogOn


 

 

Pimperne Primary School Governing Board 2018-2019 
As time moves forward there is a constant ebb and flow of change within the staff and governors, only natural in this age of busy lives 

and fast moving pressures. Our governing Board now consists of the following:   
 

Mr Peter Slocombe - Chair of Governors/Chair of Resources Committee/Co-Opted Governor 

Mr Mick Raine - Vice Chair of Governors/Chair of SISC Committee/Parent Governor 

Mrs Fiona Waller – Headteacher/Staff Governor 

Mr Nigel Roberts – Deputy Headteacher/Staff Governor 

Miss Sophie Tatham – Teacher/Staff Governor 

Mrs Carole Brannigan – Co-opted Governor 

Rev Belinda Marflitt – Ex Officio Governor 

Mrs Shan Coupe – Foundation Governor 

Mrs Jacqui Torrance – Foundation Governor 

Mr Bob Barr – Co-opted Governor 

Mrs Claire MacGregor – Local Authority Governor 

Mrs Julie Roper – Parent Governor 

Mrs Rachael Brewer – Parent Governor 

Mrs Cora Wilkins – Parent Governor 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance 

We feel it important that our children learn about the significant 

sacrifices of the past and therefore our own school curriculum 

celebrated and remembered those who had given themselves for our 

country in the wars. The school joined together, as one, to leave a 

poppy at the entrance to the school gates, to remind all that passed 

through that we thank those who bravely stand up for what is right 

and for the contribution they made to our lives today. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Clubs 
 
Please remember that you will need to reapply for Clubs and the £5.00 charge will be added to School Money once places have 

been confirmed.  Those that are playing Tag Rugby will not need to pay again due to Mr Roberts being away for numerous 

sessions last term. 

Community 

 

Referendum on the Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan - 7am - 10pm Thursday 10th January 2019 -  Polling station will be in the 
Village Hall. 
 
Road Closure 
Dear Parents We have been notified by Dorset County Council Highways department that there is a road closure on Monday 

18th February 2019 and will take around 2 weeks to complete.  

To safely carry out the works and still maintain a pedestrian route past the working area, the road will need to be closed to 

traffic just to the north of St Peter's Close. The road closure will be in place 24/7 and will reopen when the works are complete. 

The diversion route will be Church Road - A354 Salisbury Road - A350 Blandford Bypass - Higher Shaftesbury Road - Bushes 

Road. We will be on half term the first week of the planned works but please be aware when we return to school on Monday 

25th February you will not be able to access the school via Church Road.  

Many thanks 

Health and Safety 

 

No Smoking on site – this includes e-cigarettes / vaping 

 

Stranger Danger 

Be safe - Please remind children, especially those that wait unattended in or around the village hall 

play park before or after school, that they should remain polite but distant to any stranger and not engage in any conversation.   

Please do make the school aware if you have any safeguarding concerns in the community or immediate vicinity of the school. 

You are encouraged to report any suspicious behaviours. 

 

Snow/Ice - As we expect the weather to share some more icy or even snowy days in the months ahead, please can we remind 

you that it is only the footpaths that get treated not the school drive. For your safety, and that of the children, when walking  

in please use the paths not the drive. Please be aware that the school do not grit the Village Hall car park. The school paths are 

gritted when we are able to do so, however, uttermost care should always be taken in poor weather conditions.  

 

Car Park – Village Hall – reminder. Under the DCC agreement that we could use the Village Hall car parking facility, DCC remind 

us that this authorisation stipulated that the car park may be used between 7.30am and 9.30am and also between 2.45 and 

5.00pm. Our neighbours at the Village Hall have been more than reasonable and continue to be so. Please help us by being 

thoughtful with your parking in the Village Hall as if the agreement was to be rescinded we would be in some what of a pickle.  

 

Further to the parking issue, we expect that the over flow car park will soon be handed over to us from Dorset County Council.  

As a reminder, we are only permitted to use this car park on an ad-hoc basis when we  are required to give notice Dorset County 

Council. 

 

Nut Allergy 

Thanks for keeping packed lunches free from nut products – it is vital to keep the environment safe for our nut sufferers. Please 

could we ask that you extend such thoughtfulness to our after school activities such as Tuck Shops. Either to ensure packaging is 

clearly labelled with ‘may contain nuts’ or ‘traces’, so that parents and children are kept informed – avoiding preventable 

accidents . Our sincere gratitude to you for doing what you can to help make things easier for these children and their families.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PTA and Diary Dates    

 

Monday 7th January  - INSET day (no children at school) 

Tuesday 8th January - Children return to school 8.30am  

Wednesday 9th January - R-Y5 Step into Sport starts  3.00-4.15pm 

              PTA Meeting 7.30pm at the Farquharson Arms 

Friday 11th January - Celebration Assembly 

     PTA Tuck Shop Year 3 

Monday 14th January - Choir Club lunchtime 

        Champion Football Club 3.00-4.15pm 

Tuesday 15th January - KS2 Running Club 3.00-4.00pm 

Wednesday 16th January - Netball Club 3.00-4.15pm 

                R-Y5 Step into Sport 3.00-4.15pm 

                                                   PTA Zumba 7.00pm in the School hall 

Thursday 17th January - Knitting Club lunchtime 

                                              KS1 Running Club 3.00-4.00pm 

Friday 25th January - PTA Discos (KS1 3.15-4.15pm) (KS2 4.30-5.30pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Tuck shops 

 

Friday 1st February - Y2 Tuck Shop 

Friday 1st March - Y1 Tuck Shop 

Friday 29th March - Reception Tuck Shop 


