
 

 

 

 

 
Telephone/Fax: 01258 452025 

 
Website: www.pimperne.dorset.sch.uk 
Email: office@pimperne.dorset.sch.uk 

To find us on Facebook, please search 
for Pimperne Primary in the Search bar 

Headteacher 
Mrs. F. Waller B. ED. Honours 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

Mr. N. Roberts 

 

Please keep an eye on our 

school website for updates 

Our intention is to ensure that you 
have all future newsletters emailed 
directly to you.  In addition, this 
will include class information and 
dates.  You will be informed when 
an email is sent and this will help 
us to cut the costs in                           
administration.  The school website 
will be a hub of up-to-date            
information for reference and we 
hope that events will be displayed 
on our calendar page, enabling you 
to check the activities on the      
horizon. 

 

 

 

 

Pimperne School Prayer 
(Written by Year 6 leavers 2014) 

This is our school 

Let it be full of learning and laughter 

Let the classrooms be filled with encouragement and joy 

Let us be safe, surrounded by our friends 

May God be with us, and shine upon us with love 

And let us remember to respect each other 

As many hearts make a family 

So many hearts make a school 

And many hearts make Pimperne 

Amen 

 

 

Tag Rugby Tournament 

Our school football team also played well in their match at Downlands. Members of 

Year 6 have been climbing at Bryanston. We have two Netball teams, thanks to the 

hard work of Mrs Roper and Ms Blake – their matches unfortunately were cancelled 

due to bad weather, but we hope to see them active soon. 

Earlier this week our tag rugby team consisting of Isobel, Izzy, Jack, James, Edward, 

Emma, Orchid, Ruby, Holly, Melisa, Sophie and captained by Josh took part in a 

Blandford Schools Network Tournament. They beat Milldown in the final 3-2 and 

brought home a lovely trophy!  

Pimperne gets Moving! 

A big thank you to all the children and adults that have been organising our morning 

‘Get Moving’ sessions. Thank you especially to Mr McCarthy who has stayed on to 

work with Year 5, to help raise children’s awareness of their own fitness levels – we 

appreciate his time. 

 

 

 

House Points 

As we break up our House Points are as follows:    

Longmore - 15 

Sagano - 13  

Redwood - 11 

Sherwood - 11 

It is looking fairly close!  
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School News  

 

Overflow Car park   

As you have undoubtedly seen, the work on the overflow carpark was completed just before we came back to school. The seed has 

begun to take root – and this is what holds the plastic ‘golpla’ in place. Dorset County Council has since been in touch and asked that 

the car park is not used for a complete year. This will take us to October half term 2018. Of course, the Governing Board will take 

every opportunity to check on the progress of the car park and advise the County of any rapid progress that makes us believe the car 

park to be ready to open again! 

Field  News  

 
Our school field became inhabited with our friendly mining bees – the Ivy Bee – at the end of the summer term. They don’t much like 

coming out in the cold so we are not seeing very many around at the moment.  Another ongoing concern is the compactness of the 

soil on the field, making it a very hard surface.  Despite many emails and meetings, Dorset County Council are still maintaining that 

the field is an ongoing issue that is to be sorted by the school, as they handed it over to the school some time back.  Although, the 

Governing Board has a number of unresolved questions regarding the specifications laid out for the construction of the field – that 

are the underlying reasons as to why we are unable to use it properly – we have not  given up on our discussions with DCC. However, 

we do not want to wait any longer – we are taking action and having to fund this ourselves. As I am sure you are aware, the current 

economic climate does not favour school budgets and we are pulling in quotes from a range of sources to treat our field with a 

course of actions that it needs. DCC have quoted but we believe this to be unreasonably high! Our aim is to start treatment this   

season so no more time is wasted and our children therefore, should have the benefit through the summer term.  

(Some necessary closure of the field will be needed at some point but we will advise of that when we know more.)  

Dogs  

 

Even though I am a huge fan of the four legged friend, I respectfully ask that dogs are not brought onto the school premises – not 

even carried!  Thank you. 

Headlice   

 

Please keep looking at treating these little irritations. Guidance is available on the school website – under the Community Tab – Links 

for Parents – The Headlice Information is worth a read. Unfortunately no school can eradicate them – we can only educate one     

another about how to promote the most effective treatment. 

Parenting Programme – Triple P 

A letter has just come out to you about the opportunity to join the Triple P parenting programme. This is a great eye opener and is    

recommended. Places will be limited and if you are interested we ask you to return the reply slip as soon as possible.  

Switched On  

 

Congratulations to Millie Docherty-Whiting who received her leaf on the ‘Tree of Recognition’ for Citizenship. Millie shared her re-

ward with her class today and got up close and personal to some amazing birds! Hawks and Owls visited the school this afternoon 

along with their non-feathered friend John. John is from ‘Hawks in the Forest’ based at Moors Valley.  



 

 

 

Attendance  

As shared from April onwards last year, the Blandford Schools Network, in line with Dorset Policy are unable to authorise holidays 

during term time. Any holiday absence, totalling 10 half day sessions (morning or afternoon) within any 12 week period, will be 

subject to a penalty fine. The penalty fine is issued by Dorset County Council and is payable to them. Currently the fine stands at 

£60 per child, per parent. Holiday absence will only be  authorised if there are extenuating circumstances. 

Attendance Awards 

 

Our first Celebration Assembly after half term will be sharing our first set of Attendance Awards coming out. These will be given to 

children across two categories. ‘Super Attendance’ stickers for all children who have 97% attendance or better, and ‘Gold      

Attendance’ stickers for all children who have achieved 100% attendance in their first half term.   This will be repeated half termly. 

Congratulations to our top 3 classes, Cherry Class, Maple Class and Chestnut Class. 

Parent Volunteers  

 

 

We are very fortunate to have a host of volunteers who we treasure. We are however continuing to look for help and support 

across the school. There are a range of activities that volunteers could be asked to support with; ranging from the administration 

tasks to helping develop learning skills, both in and out of the classroom. If you have time to offer – please do not hesitate to   

complete our volunteer process, as we would love to have you! 

Volunteer Attributes needed: 

A sense of humour and a lovely smile – our children love meeting and working 1:1 with adults. It is such a special time. Whether 

reading, supporting group learning or building relationships our children should benefit from. 

Open to learning – due to the expectations of the ways in which we teach, much learning that goes on in your child’s class is  

different from our own experiences years ago. We would like to offer some in house training for our regular volunteers so that 

staff can share, best practice, the pedagogy behind methodology and guidance on our ethos for positive praise and                       

encouragement to make mistakes and feel safe to do so. From time to time we aim to run volunteer sessions (just 20-30 minutes) 

to help upskill you – to make the most of you as a hugely valuable resource.  

The Volunteer Process is fairly simple; you will be required to complete a simple application form, provide two references 

(character) and details for a DBS check. You will complete an informal interview with a member of the Leadership team around 

safeguarding. For all volunteers our school’s Code of Conduct remains in place, this ensures safe practice and confidentiality. 

Although we realise parents often want to support their own child’s class, there may be times where we need to ask for your help 

in other areas. On the odd occasion, if we feel that your child or other children are uncomfortable or not reacting as usual because 

of your presence – it may be that we ask you to change to another class. Obviously this is always done with the best interests of 

the children in. 

Christmas  

Christmas approaches! 

This year, we are spreading our year group performances across the year. Reception and Key Stage 1 will be entertaining us with a 

Christmas Performance (dates on the website calendar), Years 3 and 4 will be performing just before we break for Easter and 

Years 5 and 6 will be working on a Summer Term Performance. 

As always, we will advertise when tickets are available and these will be initially given out as two tickets per family, with a choice 

of which day being on a first come- first served basis. A waiting list for further tickets will then be available. As I am sure you are 

aware this is to ensure that every parent gets the opportunity to see their child in one of the performances.  



 

 

Nuts! 

 

 

Please may we remind all families that we are a nut free school. This is all nuts and nut products. We have children in our school 

with nut allergies. These allergies can be provoked by air-born irritations and by touch. These allergies can be fatal. We take it very 

seriously and ask that you too help us keep all our children safe. We ask that you double check the ingredients in packed lunches 

and snacks as we have seen that some children arrive with cereal bars, containing nuts, have pesto products on salads which      

contain pinenuts etc. Please be aware, staff are asked to remove nut products that come into school. 

Local Food Links 

Local Food Links has advised all schools that due to rapidly rising food costs the price of school meals will increase after the          

February 2018 half term to £2.40.   

FA Lidl Skills Programme  

Please see the school website under the Community Tab - Clubs and Events in the Community – for The FA Lidl Skills         
Programme October Half Term  Sessions. 

Safeguarding during Champions Club on Monday 3-4pm 

Please may we ask parents to vacate the playground swiftly on a Monday after school collection in order that our Champions Club 

can proceed, in a secure environment. Parents are not permitted to watch the after school club as unfortunately this infringes on our 

safeguarding duty of care. Our after school clubs are not spectator activities and Champions is no exception to this.  

Governors 

We start our new year with some new faces on our Governing Board.  

Steven Fielding (Chair), Peter Slocombe (Vice Chair), Mick Raine, Ingrid Lonsdale, Shan Coupe, Rachael Brewer, Reverend Belinda 

Marflitt, Bob Barr, Jacqui Torrence, Cora Wilkins and Julie Roper.  

Over the next couple of weeks, the Leadership and Governance teams will be looking strategically at further school improvement, 

this includes setting the school development plan for the year. Everything that we do at Pimperne is underpinned by our values and 

ethos. We want Pimperne Primary to be a truly great place for children to learn and every staff member takes a part in this. I will 

make certain, on return from half term, that I share our development plan with you, so that you are aware of the aims and          

aspirations for our school.  

Earlier in October, I received a letter from Dorset County, stating that after a review of the past year, Pimperne Primary was now 

considered to perform consistently well and deliver a high standard of education to its pupils. It was thought that Pimperne Primary 

has managed its own improvement, is able to share good practice and develop the quality of its education. This shows how far we 

have come in a year, moving from a Category 3 school to a Category 1 school, and that the school continuously looks to improve for 

the benefit of its children. This is something that we should be very proud of, as it is a sign of the strong commitment that both you, 

as parents, and the school staff and governors show towards our school. Thank you. 

PTA Movie Night – Friday 3rd November . Pimperne PTA proudly present ‘Boss Baby’. Collection Time 5.15pm from the main   

entrance. Tickets £2.50 available from PTA on the library doors in the mornings and after school, after half term. 



 

 

School Diary Dates 
            

Monday 30th October  

 Return to school 8.30am  

 Nasal Flu Spray YR, 1, 2, 3, 4 

 Champion Football Club 3.00-4.15pm 

 Choir Club 12.20pm-12.50pm 

 Year 4 Violin lesson 

     

Tuesday 31st  October  

 KS1 and KS2 Running Club 

 Extra-Ordinary Full Governors Board Meeting 5pm 

 

Wednesday 1st  November  

 Step into Sport starts 3.00-4.00pm 

 Netball Club 3pm-4pm 

 

Thursday 2nd November 

 Shoe Box Appeal Collection 

 Knitting Club  12.20pm-12.50pm 

 Tag Rugby Club 3pm-4pm 

 Football Davison Cup at Child Okeford 3pm-4.30pm 

 

Friday 3rd November 

 Celebration Assembly 

 Swimming (Individual Y4 and Y5 parents notified) 

 Church Craft Club 3pm-4pm 

 PTA Movie Night 3.15pm 

School News  



 

 

 


